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Cosmetic Pesticide 

Advocacy Guide
Letter-Writing Guide
Some basic tips:

1. Personalize your letter.

2. Write to the Mayor and Council

Your address __________
 

Date _________________
 

 

Mayor and Council

City, District, Town of etc. ________________
Address
 

Dear Mayor ______ and _______ City Councilors: 

 

Letter SHOULD include this message:
 

· I urge ________ Council to adopt and implement a bylaw banning the cosmetic or non-essential use of pesticide on lawns and gardens as soon as possible, with no provision for a permitting system that allows residents or City Staff to use pesticides for cosmetic (beautification) purposes.   
 

Other key points the letter COULD include:
 

·  As a constituent of the City of ________, I support a pesticide-free community. 

· An effective pesticide bylaw would prohibit the use of non-essential pesticides for cosmetic (beautification) purposes, while permitting their use in exceptional circumstances.  For example, in order to deal with specific public health-related issues, according to the professional judgment of a qualified public health official. 
· According to an Ipsos Reid poll conducted in 2007, 76% of residents in the CRD would support their municipality passing a bylaw banning the cosmetic or non-essential use of pesticides.

· According to an Ipsos Reid poll conducted for the Canadian Cancer Society’s B.C. and Yukon division:

· Three-quarters, or 76 per cent of all British Columbians, believe cosmetic pesticides pose a threat to their health, and similar numbers are concerned about the environmental threat of pesticides; 

· In B.C., about three quarters (76%) of the population support their provincial government passing legislation that would restrict the use and sale of cosmetic pesticides; 

· The majority of British Columbians agree that cosmetic pesticides pose a threat to the environment, children, pets and their own personal health. Strong levels of agreement (over 70 per cent) in 13 B.C. communities sampled in the survey; 

· A high percentage (85%) of British Columbians with a lawn or garden say they would be willing to try alternatives to pesticides if they were provided with information and tips; 
· Pesticide bylaws work.  World-wide research into strategies aimed at reducing pesticide use has shown that the most effective and successful way for municipalities to reduce pesticide use, and hence exposure, is through a bylaw banning the use of pesticides accompanied with an educational program.  Whereas an education campaign resulted in a 10-24% reduction in pesticide use, an education campaign coupled with a ban resulted in a 51-90% reduction in pesticide use (from The Impact of By-Laws and Public Education Programs on Reducing the Cosmetic/Non-essential, Residential Use of Pesticides: A Best Practices Review, prepared by the Canadian Centre for Pollution Prevention and Cullbridge Marketing and Communications, 2004).

· A pesticide free bylaw is not about limiting personal freedom. It is about protecting people, especially children and youth, from involuntary exposure to these toxic chemicals when, for example, walking or playing on lawns and sports fields. 

· The International Agency for Research on Cancer (which conducts research into the causes of cancer), and others, have concluded that some substances in pesticides are known, probable, or possible carcinogens. 

· In 2004, the Ontario College of Family Physicians conducted a scientific literature review on the evidence linking pesticides to cancer, and concluded that there is a statistically significant association between pesticide exposure and certain types of cancer (Available at http://www.ocfp.on.ca/local/files/Communications/Current%20Issues/Pesticides/Final%20Paper%2023APR2004.pdf).

· See also Bassil, KL et al. Cancer health effects of pesticides, Systematic review. Canadian Family Physician, 2007; 53:1704-1711, and available at http://www.cfp.ca/cgi/reprint/53/10/1704
· The U.S. National Toxicology Program 11th Report on Carcinogens, 2005  (http://ntp-server.niehs.nih.gov/index.cfm?objectid=03C9B512-ACF8-C1F3-ADBA53CAE848F635 has classified a number of active ingredients in pesticides as ‘reasonably anticipated to be a human carcinogen’.

· Canadian Medical Association also has a position against the cosmetic use of pesticides.  The Canadian Medical Association “urges all levels of government to show leadership by refraining from the cosmetic use of pesticides and aggressively employing safer alternatives to the use of chemicals", which position can be found at http://www.cma.ca/index.cfm/ci_id/53670/la_id/1.htm

· Studies have linked pesticide exposure to both adult and childhood cancers including childhood and adult leukemias, childhood brain cancer, non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, neuroblastoma, brain cancer, prostate cancer, kidney cancer, and some lung cancers.  Infants and children are particularly at risk due to their undeveloped immune systems, more permeable skin and behaviours (such as crawling on the lawn and putting objects in their mouths).
· Many alternatives to pesticides for lawns and gardens are readily available to the average homeowner.  Further, research tells us that, in regions where pesticide bylaws are in place, businesses have not only shifted successfully to non-toxic alternatives, but that sales and offerings of non-toxic alternatives are growing.  

· Because many substances in pesticides have been shown to cause cancer, and there is no health benefit to their use, cosmetic or non-essential use of pesticides (pesticides that are used to enhance the appearance of private gardens and lawns as well as public parks, and recreational facilities) should be banned.  
· There is a growing list of health and labour organizations who support pesticide-free bylaws including: the Canadian Cancer Society, the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment, the Labour Environmental Alliance Society, the Learning Disabilities Association of Canada, the Ontario College of Family Physicians, the Registered Nurses Association of Ontario, the David Suzuki Foundation, the United Steelworkers of America, and the Canadian Union of Postal Workers. 

· At last count, 140 Canadian municipalities and the Province of Quebec has adopted pesticide-free bylaws. The province of Ontario has committed to banning the cosmetic use of pesticides.  This number is quickly growing.  Not a single municipality that has implemented a bylaw has rescinded it due to lack of effectiveness.

· The Canadian Strategy for Cancer Control’s report entitled Prevention of Occupational and Environmental Cancers in Canada: A Best Practices Review and Recommendations has added weight to the campaign by citing cosmetic pesticide bylaws as a ‘best practice’ in community education and action in Canada. 

· The Supreme Court of Canada ruled unanimously, 7-0, on June 28, 2001 that municipalities have the right to create bylaws to safeguard the health of their constituents and that municipalities are permitted to regulate or outlaw the use of pesticides. 

· ​​​_________ Council can act now to protect its citizens and visitors to _________ from the unnecessary and harmful effects of cosmetic pesticides. Council can make ________ pesticide-free by adopting and implementing a bylaw with a strong educational component on safe alternatives. 

Sincerely,

Signature _________________
Please include your printed name and 
full address below your signature.
Petition Template

Date
Petition of residents and visitors to _____________ (name of municipality)
to

The City of, District of, Town of etc.
For consideration at the next City Council Meeting

Number of signatories: 

Date
To Mayor _________________ and Council:
The Petition of residents of and visitors to _____________ (name of municipality), draws to the attention of the municipality the peoples concern about the use of potentially carcinogenic substances for the purpose of enhancing the appearance of gardens, lawns, parks, and recreational facilities.
Since the cosmetic or non-essential use of pesticides has no health benefit and has the potential to cause harm, we call for a ban on the cosmetic or non-essential use of pesticides on public and private lands. An effective pesticide bylaw would prohibit the use of non-essential pesticides for cosmetic (beautification) purposes, while permitting their use in exceptional circumstances. For example, in order to deal with specific public health-related issues, the professional judgment of a qualified public health official would be required. 

The petitioners therefore request that, ________ (name of municipality) Council adopts and implements a bylaw banning the cosmetic or non-essential use of pesticides as soon as possible.  Please add more lines and numbers to the below table as you need and make sure the date and the following text is on every page.  
The petitioners request,_______ (name of municipality) Council adopts and implements a bylaw banning the cosmetic or non-essential use of pesticides.
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The petitioners request, _______ (name of municipality) Council adopts and implements a bylaw banning the cosmetic or non-essential use of pesticides.
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The petitioners request, _______ (name of municipality) Council adopts and implements a bylaw banning the cosmetic or non-essential use of pesticides.
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The petitioners request, _______ (name of municipality) Council adopts and implements a bylaw banning the cosmetic or non-essential use of pesticides.
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